
LGBTQ Fiction -
Titles available in the NHS Library

Albertalli, Becky. Simon Vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda - Sixteen-year-old, not-so-openly-gay Simon
Spier is blackmailed into playing wingman for his classmate or else his sexual identity--and that of his pen
pal--will be revealed.

Bechdel, Alison. Fun Home: a Family Tragicomic - (graphic novel) A graphic memoir about growing
up with a remote dad who managed a funeral home while hiding his homosexuality.

Block, Francesca Lia. Love in the Time of Global Warming - After a devastating earthquake destroys
the West Coast, causing seventeen-year-old Penelope to lose her home, her parents, and her ten-year-old
brother, she navigates a dark world, holding hope and love in her hands and refusing to be defeated.

Brown, Rita Mae. Ruby-fruit Jungle - A novel about a dirt-poor southern girl who grew up gay.

Calendar, Kacen. Felix Ever After - Felix Love has never been in love, painful irony that it is. He desperately
wants to know why it seems so easy for everyone but him to find someone. He is proud of his identity, but fears that
he's one marginalization too many-- Black, queer, and transgender. When an anonymous student begins sending him
transphobic messages-- after publicly posting Felix's deadname alongside images of him before he transitioned--
Felix comes up with a plan for revenge. He didn't count on his catfish scenario landing him in a quasi-love triangle.

Chbosky, Stephen. The Perks of Being a Wallflower - Charlie, a freshman in high school, explores the
dilemmas of growing up through a collection of letters he sends to an unknown receiver.

Danforth, Emily. The Miseducation of Cameron Post - In the early 1990s, when gay teenager
Cameron Post rebels against her conservative Montana ranch town and her family decides she needs to
change her ways, she is sent to a gay conversion therapy center.

Deaver, Mason. I Wish You All the Best - When Ben De Backer comes out to their parents [as
non-binary], they're thrown out of their house and forced to move in with their estranged older sister, Hannah,
and her husband, Thomas . . . Struggling with an anxiety disorder compounded by their parents' rejection, they
come out only to Hannah, Thomas, and their therapist, and try to keep a low profile in a new school. But Ben's
attempts to survive the last half of senior year unnoticed are thwarted when Nathan Allan, a funny and
charismatic student, decides to take Ben under his wing. As Ben and Nathan's friendship grows, their feelings
begin to change, and what started as a disastrous turn of events looks like it might just be a chance to start a
happier, new life.

Frankel, Laurie. This is How It Always Is - When Rosie and Penn and their four boys welcome the
newest member of their family, no one is surprised it's another baby boy...But Claude is not like his
brothers...When he grows up, Claude says, he wants to be a girl. Rosie and Penn aren't panicked at first. Kids
go through phases, after all, and make-believe is fun. But soon the entire family is keeping Claude's secret.
Until one day it explodes.

Garden, Nancy. Annie on My Mind - Liza puts aside her feelings for Annie after the disaster at school,
but eventually she allows love to triumph over the ignorance of people.



Garvin, Jeff. Symptoms of Being Human - A gender-fluid teenager who struggles with identity creates a
blog on the topic that goes viral, and faces ridicule at the hands of fellow students.

Green, John and David Levithan. Will Grayson, WIll Grayson - When two teens, one gay and one
straight, meet and discover that they share the same name, their lives become intertwined as one begins
dating the other's best friend, who produces a play revealing his relationship with them both.

Khorram, Adib. Darius the Great is Not Okay - Clinically-depressed Darius Kellner, a high school
sophomore, travels to Iran to meet his grandparents, but it is their next-door neighbor, Sohrab, who changes
his life.

Kisner, Adrienne. Dear Rachel Maddow - Brynn Harper writes unsent e-mails to her favorite news
anchor as she deals with a breakup with her first girlfriend, her parents' dysfunctions, and the death of her older
brother.

Konigsberg, Bill. The Bridge - Aaron and Tillie do not know each other, but they both feel suicidal and
arrive at the George Washington Bridge at the same time, intending to jump. Includes resources about suicide
prevention and suicide prevention for LGBTQIA+ youth.

LaCour, Nina. We Are Okay - After leaving her life behind to go to college in New York, Marin must face
the truth about the tragedy that happened in the final weeks of summer when her friend Mabel comes to visit.

Levithan, David. Boy Meets Boy - Contains over twenty articles in which gay men share the stories of
their experiences and their observations on dating.

“ “ Wide Awake - in the not-too-distant future, when a gay Jewish man is elected president of the United
States, sixteen-year-old Duncan examines his feelings for his boyfriend, his political and religious beliefs, and
tries to determine his rightful place in the world.

Lippincott, Rachael. She Gets the Girl - Alex Blackwood is really good at getting the girl she wants, but
coming from a broken home with an alcoholic mother she finds commitment difficult, even when she thinks she
is in love; impossibly awkward Molly Parker has a crush on the cool Cora Myers, but she does not know how to
even start a conversation, much less make a connection; now they are all at college in Pittsburgh Alex decides
to 'help' Molly get the girl, while proving to her own flame that she is not just totally selfish--but things do not
work out as the two have planned.

Nelson, Jandy. I’ll Give You the Sun - A story of first love, family, loss, and betrayal told from different
points in time, and in separate voices, by artists Jude and her twin brother Noah.

Ness, Patrick. Release - Adam Thorn doesn't know it yet, but today will change his life. Between his
religious family, a deeply unpleasant ultimatum from his boss, and his own unrequited love for his sort-of ex,
Enzo, it seems as though Adam's life is falling apart. At least he has two people to keep him sane: his new
boyfriend (he does love Linus, doesn't he?) and his best friend, Angela. But all day long, old memories and new
heartaches come crashing together, throwing Adam's life into chaos. The bindings of his world are coming
untied one by one; yet in spite of everything he has to let go, he may also find freedom in the release



Nijkamp, Marieke. This is Where it Ends - Minutes after the principal of Opportunity High School in
Alabama finishes her speech welcoming the student body to a new semester, they discover that the auditorium
doors will not open and someone starts shooting as four teens, each with a personal reason to fear the shooter,
tell the tale from separate perspectives.

Oseman, ALice. Loveless - Georgia has parents who are still in love, two sets of grandparents that are still
together, and a brother who married his girlfriend, but at eighteen she has never even kissed someone (not
even her lesbian best friend, Felipa) or particularly even wanted to; at the prom afterparty she is surrounded by
couples making out, and she really does not know what is wrong--but in college she comes to understand
herself as asexual/aromantic, and to capture the part of her identity that has always eluded her.

“  “ Nick and Charlie - Questioning if their love is strong enough to survive being apart as Nick
prepares to leave for university, Nick and Charlie find things spiraling out of control as they try to make sense of
where things stand between them.

“  “ Heartstopper #1: A Graphic Novel - Shy and softhearted Charlie Spring sits next to rugby player Nick
Nelson in class one morning. A warm and intimate friendship follows, and that soon develops into something more for
Charlie, who doesn't think he has a chance. But Nick is struggling with feelings of his own, and as the two grow closer
and take on the ups and downs of high school, they come to understand the surprising and delightful ways in which
love works.  (Also volumes #2 - #4)

Ottaviani, Jim. The Imitation Game: Alan Turing Decoded - (graphic novel) In graphic novel format,
looks at the life of eccentric genius, Olympic-class runner, groundbreaking theoretician, and mathematician
Alan Turning.

Peters. Torrey. Detransition, Baby - Reese almost had it all: a loving relationship with Amy, an apartment
in New York City, a job she didn't hate. She had scraped together what previous generations of trans women
could only dream of: a life of mundane, bourgeois comforts. The only thing missing was a child. But then her
girlfriend, Amy, detransitioned and became Ames, and everything fell apart. Now Reese is caught in a
self-destructive pattern: avoiding her loneliness by sleeping with married men. Ames isn't happy either. He
thought detransitioning to live as a man would make life easier, but that decision cost him his relationship with
Reese--and losing her meant losing his only family. Even though their romance is over, he longs to find a way
back to her. When Ames's boss and lover, Katrina, reveals that she's pregnant with his baby--and that she's not
sure whether she wants to keep it--Ames wonders if this is the chance he's been waiting for. Could the three of
them form some kind of unconventional family--and raise the baby together? This provocative debut is about
what happens at the emotional, messy, vulnerable corners of womanhood that platitudes and good intentions
can't reach. Torrey Peters brilliantly and fearlessly navigates the most dangerous taboos around gender, sex,
and relationships, gifting us a thrillingly original, witty, and deeply moving novel.

Rowell, Rainbow. Carry On - Simon Snow is the worst Chosen One who's ever been chosen. That's what
his roommate, Baz, says. And Baz might be evil and a vampire and a complete git, but he's probably right. Half
the time, Simon can't even make his wand work, and the other half, he starts something on fire. His mentor's
avoiding him, his girlfriend broke up with him, and there's a magic-eating monster running around, wearing
Simon's face. Baz would be having a field day with all this, if he were here -- it's their last year at the Watford
School of Magicks, and Simon's infuriating nemesis didn't even bother to show up.



“ “ Wayward Son - The story is supposed to be over. Simon Snow did everything he was supposed to
do. He beat the villain. He won the war. He even fell in love. Now comes the good part, right? Now comes the
happily ever after... So why can't Simon Snow get off the couch? What he needs, according to his best friend, is
a change of scenery. He just needs to see himself in a new light... That's how Simon and Penny and Baz end
up in a vintage convertible, tearing across the American West. They find trouble, of course. (Dragons,
vampires, skunk-headed things with shotguns.) And they get lost.

Russo, Meredith. If I Was Your Girl - Amanda Hardy only wants to fit in at her new school, but she is
keeping a big secret, so when she falls for Grant, guarded Amanda finds herself yearning to share with him
everything about herself, including her previous life as Andrew.

Ryan, Sara. Empress of the World - While attending a summer institute, fifteen-year-old Nic meets
another girl named Battle, falls in love with her, and finds the relationship to be difficult and confusing.

Saenz, Benjamin Alire. Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe -
Fifteen-year-old Ari Mendoza is an angry loner with a brother in prison, but when he meets Dante and they
become friends, Ari starts to ask questions about himself, his parents, and his family that he has never asked
before.

“ “ The Inexplicable Logic of My Life - Fifteen-year-old Ari Mendoza is an angry loner with a brother
in prison, but when he meets Dante and they become friends, Ari starts to ask questions about himself, his
parents, and his family that he has never asked before.

Silvera, Adam. They Both Die at the End - In a near-future New York City where a service alerts people
on the day they will die, teenagers Mateo Torrez and Rufus Emeterio meet using the Last Friend app and are
faced with the challenge of living a lifetime on their End Day.

“  “ The First to Die at the End - It's the night before Death-Cast goes live, and there's one question on
everyone's mind: Can Death-Cast actually predict when someone will die, or is it just an elaborate hoax? Orion
Pagan has waited years for someone to tell him that he's going to die. He has a serious heart condition, and he
signed up for Death-Cast so he could know what's coming. Valentino Prince is restarting his life in New York.
He has a long and promising future ahead and he only registered for Death-Cast after his twin sister nearly
died in a car accident. Orion and Valentino cross paths in Times Square and immediately feel a deep
connection. But when the first round of End Day calls goes out, their lives are changed forever--one of them
receives a call, and the other doesn't. Though neither boy is certain how the day will end, they know they want
to spend it together--even if that means their goodbye will be heartbreaking.

“  “ History is All You Left Me - Secrets are revealed as OCD-afflicted Griffin grieves for his first love,
Theo, who died in a drowning accident.

Stamper, Phil. The Gravity of Us - When his volatile father is picked to become an astronaut for NASA's
mission to Mars, seventeen-year-old Cal, an aspiring journalist, reluctantly moves from Brooklyn to Houston,
Texas, and looks for a story to report, finding an ally (and crush) in Leon, the son of another astronaut.

Stevens, Courtney. Dress Codes for Small Towns - As the tomboy daughter of the town's preacher,
Billie McCaffrey has always struggled with fitting the mold of what everyone says she should be. She'd rather
wear sweats, build furniture, and get into trouble with her solid group of friends: Woods, Mash, Davey, Fifty, and



Janie Lee. But when Janie Lee confesses to Billie that she's in love with Woods, Billie's filled with a nagging
sadness as she realizes that she is also in love with Woods--and maybe with Janie Lee, too. Always
considered "one of the guys," Billie doesn't want anyone slapping a label on her sexuality before she can
understand it herself. So she keeps her conflicting feelings to herself, for fear of ruining the group dynamic.
Except it's not just about keeping the peace, it's about understanding love on her terms--this thing that has
always been defined as a boy and a girl falling in love and living happily ever after. For Billie--a box-defying
dynamo--it's not that simple.

Sugiura, Misa. It’s Not Like It’s a Secret - Sixteen-year-old Sana has too many secrets, but when she
and her family move to California, she begins to wonder if it's time to finally be honest with her family.

Valero-O’Connell, Rosemary. Laura Dean Keeps Breaking Up with Me (graphic novel) - Laura
Dean, the most popular girl in high school, was Frederica Riley's dream girl: charming, confident, and SO cute.
There's just one problem: Laura Dean is maybe not the greatest girlfriend. Reeling from her latest break up,
Freddy's best friend, Doodle, introduces her to the Seek-Her, a mysterious medium, who leaves Freddy some
cryptic parting words: break up with her. But Laura Dean keeps coming back, and as their relationship spirals
further out of her control, Freddy has to wonder if it's really Laura Dean that's the problem. Maybe it's Freddy,
who is rapidly losing her friends, including Doodle, who needs her now more than ever. Fortunately for Freddy,
there are new friends, and the insight of advice columnists like Anna Vice to help her through being a teenager
in love.

Williamson, Lisa. The Art of Being Normal - David Piper, always an outsider, forms an unlikely
friendship with Leo Denton who, from the first day at his new school wants only to be invisible, but when
David's deepest secret gets out, that he wants to be a girl, things get very messy for both of them.
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